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3kP SUNDAY OF ADVENT

John answered them all, saying, “l am baptizing you
with water, but one mightier than | is coming. | am not
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16
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Office Hours
Monday & Friday 9:00 a.m.—12 noon
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
i Tuesday CLOSED
(Parishioners: For any emergency or sacramental

needs please contact Fr. Richard, SVD at
(337) 714-9327
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Mass Schedule

8 Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
= Sunday: St Anthon 8:00 a.m.
St. Josep 10:00 a.m.

Monday Thursday - Friday 7:00 a.m.

l Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Confession
Saturday4 00-5:00 p.m.
Weekdays following weekday masses
or by appointment

Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr.Ryszard Zawadzki, S.V.D.
(337) 714-9327

Secretary/Bookkeeper: Ms. Peggie M. Bellow
Sacristan: Mr. Dan Foster
Maintenance:  Mr. Terry Flugence

Musicians: Mr. Harris Flugence

Ms. Carla Bernard

Trustees: Mr. Ervin Flugence

Mrs. Dianna Darby

Victims Assistance Coordinator:
Mr. Joe Pisanco, Jr. (337) 298-2987

Sacrament of Baptism
Contact the Church office to schedule Baptisms

Sacrament of Marriage
Couples should contact the Priest 6 months prior to the
wedding date. NO wedding date should be planned, till
after the Marriage Preparation has been completed.

Funerals
Please call the office to inform of the death of a church
member and to schedule an appointment to plan the
Funeral. Only after meeting with the Secretary, should one
contact the funeral home with the final arrangement.

Meetings

Ushers Association: Third Monday of every month at
6:30 p.m.—Bishop Perry Learning Center
Adult Choir Practice: Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.
Come Lord Jesus Group: Every Tuesday at 6: 30 p-m.
Knights & Ladies Auxiliary of Peter Claver: 2™ Sun of
the month

Mission Statement
“As a community inspired by the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our ancestral heritage, we the parishioners of
St. Joseph and St. Anthony profess to proclaim God’s
goodness. And through our faith and commitment to the
Holy Word we join together in spirit, truth, love and service
working together for the good of our church parish.”


http://stjosant.org/

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 12", 2021

GOSPEL MEDITATION

54 From silly devotions
and sour-faced saints,
good Lord, deliver
us!" St. Teresa of Avi-
la We’ve all heard the
W adage, “Laughter is

the best medicine.” In
many ways, it really is. When was the last time
you really laughed? The gift of imagination al-
lows us to see possible things that are yet to be.
Imagine a world filled with laughter. We take life
too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pres-
sure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad oth-
er human experiences can rob us of the joy need-
ed for laughter. God never promised us an easy
road, and we do have to take the course of our
lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be
sought and a possible joy that can be brought
even to the darkest and most challenging of en-
counters. St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that,
“Joy is not found in the material objects sur-
rounding us but in the inner recesses of the soul.
One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in
a palace.” Falling in love with God, who is pre-
sent in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth
of understanding to everything we do and experi-
ence. We can more easily see above and beyond
things while pursuing the only One who can truly
satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the
king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is
no further misfortune to fear. We can celebrate
the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of joy. It is
no wonder that many saints radiate joy and have
no reservations expressing laughter. They are

A "PEARL

OF GREAL .
PRICE”

happy because they have found a pearl of great
price. We celebrate with joy today with hearts
filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty
as we ready ourselves, even more excitedly, for
the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not
be discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in a while,
why? Something is preventing you from express-
ing the magnificence of your soul and the pres-
ence of God who dwells within. God’s power and
presence within us assures us that we are loved
and kept in that presence. What more is really

X 2>DNass Intentions

Sat. 5:00 P.M: Hilda Johnson, Alexson

Mathieu, Audrey Mathieu, deceased members of
the Mathieu & Mouton families, Christopher J An-
derson, Wilbert & Thelma Jeanlouis, Harold Ander-
son Sr & Ethel Mae Decuir, Mazel Norbert, Alton
Chambers, Ronald Filer, Lou Ella Verrett, Charles
Walker Sr, Johnny Thomas, and Aston Thomas.
Special Intentions for all of our church Benefac-
tors and donor and for the wellbeing and intentions
of our church members.

Sun. 8:00 a.m. Special Intentions for all
of our church Benefactors and Donors and for the
wellbeing and intentions of our church members.

Sun. 10:00 a.m: Joseph Leo Sias III,
Christopher Anderson and the deceased members
of the Decuir & Anderson families, Lionel Ryes,
M/M Curley & Mary Ann Flugence, deceased
members of the Flugence & St. Julien families,
M/M Agnes & Howard Broussard Sr, Howard
Broussard Jr, deceased members of the Broussard
& Adams families, John C Francis, M/M Daniel
Montgomery, M/M Aaron Kimble, Jordan Porter,
M/M Joseph & Delores Porter, M/M Harold & Vel-
ma Flugence, Mae Helen Bernard, Elton Bernard,
and the deceased members of the Bernard family.
Special Intentions for all of our church Benefac-
tors and Donors and for the wellbeing and inten-
tions of our church members.

Prayers for the Sick:

Merciful Jesus, onto Your Compassion-

ate Heart we recommend: Charles
Lee, Gustavia Thibeaux, John Albert Ledet, Mark
Tauriac, Shavawna Flugence, Mayola Williams,
Lester Mouton, Louvenia L Gibson, Audrey
Armelin, Rodney Dupuis, Bessie Johnson, Edna
Nickerson, Carolyn Flugence, Emery Joe and Syl-
vania Cormier.
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WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2021
Zep 3:14-18a/1s12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [41/Mt 21:23-27

Zep 3:1-2,9-13/Ps 34:2-3,6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a)/Mt 21:28-32

Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21¢-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is
45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23

Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b [2a]/Lk 7:24-30

Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7V/Mt 1:1-17

Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7/Mt 1:18-25

y: Mi5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2021

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Tuesday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

Shout for joy! When was the last time you ever felt like doing that?
Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad
other human experiences can rob us of joy. We can never predict
what life will bring. As unsettling as that can often seem, life's
unpredictability is also the very thing that allows it to be exciting
and adventuresome! We know that life can be difficult, and it is
unrealistic to expect it to be otherwise. God never promised an
easy road. But, when a person truly falls in love with God and
discovers the peacefulness and assurance of God's presence,

then a depth of understanding will be brought to everything they
do and experience. Nothing will be able to rob them of joy! When
we realize that God, the King of Israel, is in our midst and with us,
there is no further misfortune to fear. We celebrate the beauty and
wonder of God's gift of joy today as we ready ourselves, even more
excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be
discouraged. There is a power and presence within us, our God,
who has made us, who loves us and who will keep us. What more
do we need? Rejoice!

DECEMBER 12™, 2021 J

DECEMBER 13

SAINT OF THE WEEK

A name that means “light,” St. Lucy (283 -
304) is the patron saint of those blind or
suffering with eye trouble. Not much is
known about her life, except that she was
determined to remain a virgin and thus
refused marriage. History tells the story
of a frustrated suitor who eventually
accused St. Lucy of being a Christian (at
crime at the time), and she was executed
in Syracuse, Sicily, in the year 304.

Today, we celebrate a number of
traditions that incorporate symbolic
meaning of St. Lucy as the “bearer” of
light in the darkness of winter. This

is particularly seen in Scandinavian
countries, with their long dark winters.
There, a young girl dressed in a white
dress and a red sash (as the symbol of
martyrdom) carries palms and wears a
crown or wreath of candles on her head.
In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, girls
dressed as Lucy carry rolls and cookies in
procession as songs are sung.
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PASTORS CORNER

Whenever the Gospel is proclaimed, it has power
to awaken faith in people who will listen and turn to
God. God in turn is always ready to open our eyes to
the spiritual reality of his kingdom and to the power
and action of the Holy Spirit who transforms us into
the likeness of Christ. Do you believe that God's word
is "good news" for you? And do you allow his word
to take root and grow in you and bring you the fruit of
joy, freedom and new life in the Holy Spirit? John's
message of "good news" aroused in many people a
new hope and joyful expectation that this was now
the decisive moment for God's Anointed One the
long-expected Messiah and Savior of Israel to come
with power, justice, and judgment to establish his
reign of peace and righteousness. Many wondered
aloud if John himself might be the promised Messiah
the one who would deliver them from oppression.
John's response was loud and clear he was only the
herald's voice who prepares the way for the Messiah's
coming. When John compared his position with the
Messiah, John humbly stated that he considered him-
self lower than the lowest slave. His task was simply
to awaken the interest of his people for God's word,
unsettle them from their complacency and arouse in
them enough good will to recognize and receive the
Messiah when he came. With John the Baptist, the
Holy Spirit begins the restoration to the human race
of the divine likeness prefiguring what would be
achieved through and in the Lord Jesus Christ. Do
you want to be on fire for God and for the return of
the Lord Jesus when he comes in his glory? Our bap-
tism in Jesus Christ by water and the Spirit results in
a new birth and entry into God's kingdom as his be-
loved sons and daughters (John 3:5). Jesus is ready to
give us the fire of his Spirit that we may radiate the
joy of the Gospel to a world in desperate need of
God's light and truth. The word of God has power to
change and transform our lives that we may be lights
pointing others to Jesus Christ, the true light of the
world (John 8:12). Like John the Baptist we too are
called to give testimony to the light and truth of Jesus
Christ. Do you point others to Jesus Christ in the way
you speak and live?

Fr. Ryszard Zawadzki, SVD
pastorjabroussard@gmail.com
(337) 714-9327

Inspirations for Your Week

Be selective in
your battles.
Sometimes peace
is better than
being right.
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Our Giving
December 4th & 5th, 2021
St. Joseph: (73 Envelopes) $1,151.00
St. Anthony: (42 Envelopes) 468.00
$1,619.00
2" Collections:
Campaign for Human Development: 8.00
Building Maintenance: 372.00
Building Insurance: 18.00
Thanksgiving Offerings: 20.00
TOTAL: $2,075.00
October Assessment Paid: $932.68
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Stewardship Quotes:

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests
known to God.” (PHILIPPIANS 4:6)

St. Paul reminds us that God is an abundant
God — He is the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises
to give us all that we need. Remember, that we are
created in God’s image and likeness. We, too, are
made to be generous with all of our gifts as
well. Placing our trust in God frees us from being a
slave to possessions. It allows us to gratefully and
generously share ourselves and our goods with others.
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Xxtraordinary

Mass Lectors Ministers of Altar Servers Ushers
Communion

SATURDAY Christella Spurlock Cynthia Jackson
Dec 18, 2021
5:00pm

SUNDAY Tonya Hebert Loucinda George
Dec 19, 2021 Eddie Chretien
8:00am
SUNDAY Tyrone Rogers Terry Flugence
Dec 19, 2021
10:00am

Please Note: Lectors, Ushers, Altar Servers and Extraordinary Ministers of Communion; by calling for a replacement
when you are scheduled but cannot serve, you honor your commitment and help to ensure that there is no interruption for
mass. Thanks!!

God'’s Housekeepers:

St. Joseph: Thanks to all of the ladies in Group C that cleaned the church on December 11", 2021. The
next group is Group A: Marie Francis, Gaynell Kimble and Jennifer Harris — December 18", 2021.

St. Anthony — December, 2021: (Group C) Anne Tate, Marie Decuir, Rosemary Lee, Theresa Jones
and Lorita Jeanbatiste Your hard work and time dedicated is appreciated!

¢ Next weekends 2nd Collection will be for Christmas Eve, Dec 24th — 5pm St. Joseph
“The Bishops Service Appeal” Christmas Day, Dec 25th — 8am St. Anthony

+ Holiday Gift Bags will be issued on a “First 10am St. Joseph

Come—First Serve” basis as long as supplies **There will be NO Evening Mass at 5pm
last on Saturday, December 18“‘, from

10am—12 noon.

Sunday, December 26th — We celebrate:

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8am St. Anthony
10am St. Joseph

New Years Eve, Friday, December 31st:
6pm Vigil Mass at St. Joseph

News Years Day, Saturday, January 1, 2022:
10am St. Joseph

Friday, December 24™ and

Fri day December 31° **There will be NO Evening Mass at 5pm
’




